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WHEN Mr Chok Teck Chow was
recently told he needed a corneal
transplant in his right eye, he was
apprehensive. The 59-year-old
had undergone two such opera-
tions in his left eye in the last
decade because of ageing corneas.

“The operation required 20
stitches, and recovery time was
about six months each time,” not-
ed Mr Chok, who is semi-retired.

But thanks to an improved
corneal transplant technique now
offered at the Singapore National
Eye Centre (SNEC), he said that
he suffered blurry vision only for

the first few days. “By the fourth
day, I could see well enough to go
out by myself.”

He underwent the procedure,
known as Descemets Membrane
Endothelial Keratoplasty (DMEK),
last month.

It is the latest in minimally in-
vasive corneal transplantation
and costs between $1,500 and
$1,700 with subsidies. Private pa-
tients pay up to $5,900.

The procedure involves trans-
planting a delicate sheet of cor-
neal cells on a 1/100mm-thick
membrane – a thinner layer than
previously used – in patients
whose corneas are cloudy from
ageing processes or diseases.

The cornea is the transparent,
protective outer layer of the eye.
It serves as a defence against
germs and particles, and also
plays a key role in vision.

“The future will be DMEK,”

said SNEC medical director Don-
ald Tan. “We have a chance for a
transplant that provides for
20/20 vision and a rejection risk
that is 1 per cent or less. What we
are doing now is to make the pro-
cedure even easier.”

The extremely delicate mem-
brane naturally wrinkles into a
tight roll when touched and can
cause damage to the corneal cells.

But Prof Tan and a team at the
Singapore Eye Research Institute
have since developed a method
that is easier and safer to per-
form. Details of the procedure are
not available.

About 350 transplants are per-
formed here each year, of which
about 40 per cent involve
patients with ageing corneas.

It is a number that is expected
to grow with the ageing popula-
tion, said Prof Tan.
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Docs find better way
to transplant corneas

A DISTRICT court yesterday ad-
journed until next week a bid to
have the case against an alleged
armed robber discharged.

Deputy Public Prosecutor San-
jiv Vaswani had applied for a dis-
charge not amounting to an ac-
quittal for Octavius Tok Tien
Howe (right). When such an or-
der is given, the prosecution may
revive the charge in future.

Tok, a 37-year-old former race-
horse owner, was charged in April
with robbing Mr Gay Choon Hooi
of $450,000.

The crime was allegedly com-
mitted with one Neo Ek Khiang,
while each was armed with a
knife, in a hotel room at Marina
Bay Sands on April 14.

The prosecutor said the investi-
gation was on-going, and Neo
was still at large. As such, he
said, the prosecution was unable

to proceed on the
charge.

Replying to a ques-
tion from District
Judge Eddy Tham,
DPP Vaswani said
Neo left the country
very soon after the al-
leged offence. His
whereabouts are not
known.

Tok’s lawyer, Mr
Subhas Anandan, ob-
jected to the application.

He said his client was remand-
ed in custody for three months be-
cause the prosecution had asked
for a high bail of $500,000. This
was subsequently reduced to
$200,000 and his client was
freed on bail in July.

He said the prosecution knew
at that time that Neo was not in
the country. He also told the

court that he had
been unable to get
the first informa-
tion report since
May, when he ap-
plied for it.

He said his client
is contemplating
making a complaint
of malicious prose-
cution against the
police and the com-
plainant if he did

not get the report. Mr Anandan
said it was “unreasonable” for the
prosecution to withhold the re-
lease of the document.

Judge Tham ordered the prose-
cution to give counsel the report
by Monday, and adjourned the
matter for further arguments un-
til Wednesday.
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New method easier
and safer; patients
recover faster too

Application for discharge adjourned

School of Humanities and Social Sciences

Master of Science in Applied Economics

If you are a Science or Engineering graduate and want to make a
career change to Computational Economics, or an Economics or
Finance graduate looking to enhance your professional capability as
an Economist or Applied Analyst, the Master of Science in Applied
Economics is designed for you.

The NTU MSc (Applied Economics) is particularly relevant for
officers working in the Civil Service and Statutory Boards, as well
as professionals such as Economists, Social, Business and Policy
Analysts, and Financial and Investment Officers in private sector
organisations.

The programme aims to equip students with skills for economic and
social policy analysis, and investment and portfolio management.
Students will be exposed to a wide range of methods and techniques
for economic and financial modelling, while real-world examples will
be used to illustrate the applications of these techniques.

Professors of Economics at NTU, who are known for their expertise
in applied economics, are the core strength of this programme. Top
visiting economics professors will also teach specialised courses.

One unique feature of the degree is the 'Real World Leadership
Series', where we invite former and current Ministers, Permanent
Secretaries, CEOs of corporations and captains of industry to share
their perspectives on the world economy, market dynamics and
public policy analysis with our students.

NTU’s Applied Economics Masters programme can be completed in
18 months on a part-time basis. All classes will be in the evening to
accommodate students with full-time work commitments.

For more information, log on to www.msae.hss.ntu.edu.sg or drop
us an email at econ_manager@ntu.edu.sg.
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